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Lesson 2c – Airspace Operations



The NOTAM System

Notice to Airmen (NOTAM)
o Time-critical aeronautical information
o Disseminated via the National NOTAM System
o NOTAMs contain notices to airmen that are considered essential to the safety of  flight
o Examples of  why NOTAMs are issued include:

 Hazards, such as air shows, parachute jumps, kite flying, and rocket launches
 Flights by important people such as heads of  state
 Inoperable lights on tall obstructions
 Temporary erection of  obstacles near airfields
 Passage of  flocks of  birds through airspace (a NOTAM in this category is known as a BIRDTAM)

o NOTAMs are available online at
 FAA NOTAM Search (https://notams.aim.faa.gov/notamSearch/)
 http://www.fltplan.com/
 http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/notams.html
 https://skyvector.com/



Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs)

o TFRs are issued by a flight data center (FDC) in a NOTAM
o TFRs are issued for a number of  reasons including:

 To provide a safety environment for the operation of  disaster relief
 To prevent an unsafe congestion of  sightseeing aircraft above an incident/event
 To protect the President, Vice President, or other public figures
 To protect sporting events

o The NOTAM begins with phrase “FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS” and is followed by 
 The location of  the temporary restriction
 The effective time period
 The area defined in statute miles
 The altitude affected

o The NOTAM also contains the FAA coordination facility and telephone number, the reason for the restriction, 
and any other information deemed appropriate



Check for NOTAMs and TFRs

o Always check for TFRs in any area when you will be flying
o Link – https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html
o When you call Flight Service for a briefing you should also specially ask for any 

TFRs that are in the are where you will be flying
o Calling Flight Service also protects you with a “Time Stamp” should a TFR occur 

just before and/or during your flight and could help prevent any legal action 
against you

o I suggest that you check out the current TFRs at the link above. Are there any in 
your area that might affect your ability to fly? The following pages illustrate a 
TFR that routinely occurs in Albuquerque every September and October 
(Balloon Fiesta)



Check for NOTAMs and TFRs



NOTAM – FDC 4/2726



NOTAM – FDC 4/2726

8:00 AM (1500 UTC) to 3:00 PM (2200 
UTC) Local Time 
Daily Starting May 13 and Ending May 18



NOTAM – FDC 4/2726 – NATAM Text



NOTAM – FDC 4/2726 – Visualize Download Shapefiles



NOTAM – FDC 4/2726 – Visualize Download Shapefiles



Albuquerque (ABQ) and Santa Fe (SF) Airspace



Clovis (LVS) Airspace



ABQ, SF, and LVS Airspace & FAA Facilities Map



Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC)

o LANNC is the Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability, a collaboration 
between FAA and Industry

o It directly supports UAS integration into the airspace
o LANNC provides

 Drone pilots with access to controlled airspace at or below 400 feet
 Awareness of  where pilots can and cannot fly
 Air Traffic Professionals with visibility into where and when drones will operate

o Through the UAS Data Exchange, the capability facilitates the sharing of  airspace data 
between the FAA and companies approved by the FAA to provide LAANC Services; 
the companies are known as UAS Service Suppliers (USS) – and the desktop 
applications and mobile apps to utilize the LANNC capability are provided by the USS



Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC)

o How does it work
 LANNC automates the application and approval process for airspace authorization; 

through automated applications developed by an FAA-Approved USS pilots apply for an 
airspace authorization

 Requests are checked against multiple airspace data sources in the FAA UAS Data 
Exchange such as UAS Facility Maps, Special Use Airspace data, Airports and Airspace 
Classes, as well as TFRs and NOTAMs

 If  approved, pilots can receive their authorization in near-real time
 Unless specifically requested in an authorization, drone pilots do not need to notify the 

tower before they fly
 LAANC provides airspace authorization only; pilots must still check NOTAMs, weather 

conditions, and abide by all airspace restrictions



Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC)

o How and when can drone pilots use LAANC
 Drones pilots planning to fly under 400 feet in 

controlled airspace around airports must receive an 
airspace authorization from the FAA before they fly

 LAANC is available to pilots operating under the 
Small UAS Rule Part 107 or under the exception for 
Recreational Flyers

 You can access through one of  the following FAA-
Approved LAANC USS 
 https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/laanc#approve

d
 Currently there are 10 LAANC USS



Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC)

o There are two ways to use LAANC
 Submit a near real-time authorization request for 

operations under 400 feet in controlled airspace around 
airports (available to Part 107 Pilots and Recreational 
Flyers)

 Submit a “further coordination request” if  you need to 
fly above the designated altitude ceiling in a UAS 
Facility Map, up to 400 feet; you can apply up to 90 
days in advance of  a flight and the approval is 
coordinated manually through the FAA (available to 
Part 107 pilots only)



Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC)

o Where can I fly under LAANC
 LAANC is available at 726 airports
 If  you want to fly in controlled airspace near airports not offering LAANC, you 

can use the manual process to apply for an authorization
 The manual process involves the use of  FAADroneZone to get approval by 

ATC; select Airspace Authorization; fill in the required fields; review and submit 
the application; and receive confirmation in 30 days or so


