
Lesson 5d: Aeronautical Decision-Making



• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in radio 
communication procedures. 

• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in 
airport operations. 

• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in sUAS 
emergency procedures.

• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in 
aeronautical decision-making. 

• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in the 
physiological factors affecting remote pilot performance. 

• To determine that the applicant is knowledgeable in sUAS 
maintenance and inspection procedures.



















Source: FAA AC 107-2 (Table A-2)



Source: FAA AC 107-2 





Source: FAA AC 107-2 (Table A-2 - Example)

RED –Unacceptable Risk
YELLOW –Acceptable Risk with Appropriate Mitigation
GREEN –Acceptable Risk



Mitigating Levels of Risk –
Unacceptable Risk
• Unacceptable (Red) When the severity and the likelihood 

are both high, you fall into the red area. 

• The risk should be assessed as unacceptable.

• In this situation, you should design an intervention to 
eliminate that associated hazard or to control the factors 
that lead to higher risk likelihood or severity. 



Mitigating Levels of Risk –
Acceptable Risk with Mitigation

• Acceptable with Mitigation (Yellow) Where the risk assessment 
falls into the yellow area, the risk may be accepted if you identify 
ways to mitigate, or lower, the risk. 

• Example of this situation - Operations near school.
• Scheduling the operation to take place when school is not in session to 

mitigate the likelihood of students being in the area of the project. 

• Another mitigation could be restricting people from the area of operations 
by placing cones or security personnel to prevent unauthorized access 
during the flight operation. 



Mitigating Levels of Risk –
Acceptable Risk

• Acceptable (Green). When the severity and the likelihood are 
both low, you fall into the green area. 

• The objective in risk management should always be to reduce 
risk to as low as practicable regardless of whether or not the 
assessment indicates that it is already an acceptable level of 
risk. 

• Anytime the RPIC becomes apprehensive for the safety of the 
operations, for any reason, they should request immediate 
assistance.  























Hazard Identification. Using the Personal Minimums 
(PAVE) Checklist for Risk Management, I will set 
personal minimums based upon my specific flight 
experience, health habits, and tolerance for stress, just 
to name a few. After identifying hazards, I will then 
input them into the Hazard Identification and Risk 
Management Process Chart.

Source: FAA AC 107-2





























Source: Remote Pilots Study Guide, P. 54






